
This January, I held pre-budget consultations with members of the local Chambers of 

Commerce, Manufacturers Associations, Agricultural Associations and members 

of the public to discuss the future of Canada’s economy and the implementation of 

phase two of Canada’s Economic Action Plan. Discussions included: 

 Are there measures in the Economic Action Plan that should be revised, extended or 

end early? Should funding be shifted to meet changed priorities?  

 In what areas should we focus spending growth restraint?  

 To what extent has Canada's Economic Action Plan been effective in stimulating activ-

ity in their industry, sector or community?  

 What suggestions do they have for improving the effectiveness of the Government's 

stimulus measures or the speed of their delivery?  

 What steps should the Government take to improve the competitiveness of the Cana-

dian economy and ensure that Canada continues to attract investment and create 

jobs once the recovery is achieved and the Economic Action Plan is wound down?  

 Over what time period should the Government bring the budget back into balance? 
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 Ensuring Canada emerges from the recession in a solid position to succeed over the 

long-term with a more skilled and secure workforce, improved infrastructure and a 

stable economy. 

 Strengthening Canada’s leadership role on the world stage, opening up new 

opportunities for Canadian businesses in emerging markets such as India and China.  

 Providing police and justice officials with important new tools in the fight against 

identity theft, a fast-growing crime throughout North America. 

 Increased the Gas Tax Transfer amount from $3.8 million in 2008-2009 to $7.7 million 

in 2009-2010 in Northumberland-Quinte West. 

 Canada's canola farmers can look forward to better market access and profitability for 

their crops thanks to the Government of Canada's investment in the development of a 

comprehensive market strategy. In addition to the Government's contribution, the 

Canola Council of Canada will contribute $1.2 million for a total of $9 million. 

 Local investments for seniors, through support for the Sandparents program with 

YMCA Northumberland Ontario Early Years Centre and the Brighton Rotary Club. 

Under the Government of Canada’s New Horizons for Seniors Program. An 

investment of $16,725 will help enrich the lives of seniors and children. 

If you have any pre-budget ideas or concerns, you can submit them: 

1. Directly to the Department of Finance at www.fin.gc.ca/prebudget-

prebudgetaire/1-eng.asp 

2. To our office via phone, fax, e-mail or letter to the address below. No postage is 

required to mail your MP. 

747 Confederation Building, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 
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