
This January, I held pre-budget consultations with members of the local Chambers of 

Commerce, Manufacturers Associations and members of the public to discuss the 

future of Canada’s economy and the implementation of phase two of Canada’s Economic 

Action Plan. Discussions included: 

 Are there measures in the Economic Action Plan that should be revised, extended or 

end early? Should funding be shifted to meet changed priorities?  

 In what areas should we focus spending growth restraint?  

 To what extent has Canada's Economic Action Plan been effective in stimulating activ-

ity in their industry, sector or community?  

 What suggestions do they have for improving the effectiveness of the Government's 

stimulus measures or the speed of their delivery?  

 What steps should the Government take to improve the competitiveness of the Cana-

dian economy and ensure that Canada continues to attract investment and create 

jobs once the recovery is achieved and the Economic Action Plan is wound down?  

 Over what time period should the Government bring the budget back into balance? 
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 Reducing the tax burden for Canadian families and businesses, resulting in total 

projected savings of $220 billion from 2008 to 2014.  

 Helping vulnerable communities dependant on forestry by working to expand 

international market opportunities for Canadian wood products through the Canada 

Wood Program. 

 Rebuilding the Canada-India trade relationship that had deteriorated under the 

Liberals by signing important trade agreements on the Prime Minister’s recent trip. 

 Launching a new youth component to the National Anti-Drug Strategy, the “Drugs Not-

for-Me” campaign, which aims to educate our kids on the dangers of illicit drugs. 

 Growing forward, a new agriculture policy framework, is an investment of $1.3 billion 

on a cost-shared basis of 60:40 between the federal and provincial & territorial 

Governments. 

 Investing in our local community businesses, such as the Port Hope business 

Incubator Project. This project received $565,000 through the Community Adjustment 

Fund to help create immediate employment opportunities and support local and 

surrounding communities. This is part of a $102 million investment made through the 

Community Adjustment Fund for 2009-2010. 
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If you have any pre-budget ideas or concerns, you can submit them: 

1. Directly to the Department of Finance at www.fin.gc.ca/prebudget-

prebudgetaire/1-eng.asp 

2. To our office via phone, fax, e-mail or letter to the address below. No postage is 

required to mail your MP. 

747 Confederation Building, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 
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