
This January, I held pre-budget consultations with members of the local Chambers of 

Commerce, Manufacturers Associations and members of the public to discuss the 

future of Canada’s economy and the implementation of phase two of Canada’s Economic 

Action Plan. Discussions included: 

 Are there measures in the Economic Action Plan that should be revised, extended or 

end early? Should funding be shifted to meet changed priorities?  

 In what areas should we focus spending growth restraint?  

 To what extent has Canada's Economic Action Plan been effective in stimulating activ-

ity in their industry, sector or community?  

 What suggestions do they have for improving the effectiveness of the Government's 

stimulus measures or the speed of their delivery?  

 What steps should the Government take to improve the competitiveness of the Cana-

dian economy and ensure that Canada continues to attract investment and create 

jobs once the recovery is achieved and the Economic Action Plan is wound down?  

 Over what time period should the Government bring the budget back into balance? 
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 Supporting working Canadians during the recession through stimulus programs such 

as the Working Income Tax Benefit and the Home Renovation Tax Credit.  

 Providing long-tenured workers who lose their jobs with additional Employment 

Insurance support by increasing the benefits they are eligible for up to 5 and 20 

weeks 

 Delivering safer streets for law-abiding Canadian families, stopping criminals from 

exploiting loopholes in the justice system by ending the practice of getting 2-for-1 or 3-

for-1 credit for time served either before or during their trial. 

 Delivering better training for Canadian Forces mechanics and pilots by building a new 

Air Mobility Training Centre at 8 Wing, CFB Trenton. 

 The Government of Canada has joined an international network as a founding 

member of the Global Research Alliance on Agricultural Greenhouse Gases to drive 

agricultural research that will deliver practical benefits for both the environment and 

Canadian farmers. This will see an investment of up to $27 million. 

 Supporting local culture and talent though the Arts Presentation Canada program. The 

Westben Arts Festival Theatre received $96,600 over the next two years through this 

program. 
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If you have any pre-budget ideas or concerns, you can submit them: 

1. Directly to the Department of Finance at www.fin.gc.ca/prebudget-

prebudgetaire/1-eng.asp 

2. To our office via phone, fax, e-mail or letter to the address below. No postage is 

required to mail your MP. 

747 Confederation Building, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 
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